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Financial Preparedness Before a Disaster
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Building your Emergency Financial First Aid Kit

Building an Emergency Financial First Aid Kit means safely storing copies of important documents, such
as financial account information, deeds, titles, wills, birth and marriage certificates, and passports. If
disaster or emergency strikes, having access to these documents will help you and your family recover
more easily from the disaster or emergency.

While some of these documents may be electronic, you should also organize and safely store these
versions on paper in an fievacuation box. 0 I n an emg
access, or even computers/devices to access electronic documents.

Start today! Begin with a simple folder or large envelope (or even a shoebox!)
and gather those documents you will need in a disaster. You can find a
checklist here  (https:/www.fema.govimedia -library/assets/documents/96123 ) for your

use.

A\V.

The process of gathering and identifying documents itself is a useful exercise Emergency Financial
that will help you prepare for other issues you confront in an emergency. First Aid Kit
Once youdve gone through the checklist,
plastic bag or even a lockable, durable box. You may also want to make
additional copies to store in a separate location, like a safe deposit box in a © v
bank or credit union.

Three keys to financially surviving a disaster or emergency

You may have only hours or minutes to react to a natural disaster or other emergency. Recovering will
be tough, but taking three easy steps to prepare will ease the next few days and weeks:

1. Make sure to have emergency cash available: i Cas h i Beskretaltpoe
some cash on hand. Choose medium and small dol
change. Also, keep a roll or rolls of quarters for vending machines or other meters.

How much you need depends on your family size and other circumstances, but consider

essentials such as gasoline, bus or train fare, and several nights of lodging and food.

2. Make sure you have personal identification: Al denti fi ¢ aithoubtme i
ability to verify your identity, access to assistance i financial or otherwise, will be more
di fficult. Make sure you have a dri ver 6 sissued

identification. Write down (and keep safe) key information about yourself and family
members, including identification numbers, emergency family contacts, and essential
businesses (employers, banks, insurance company, schools, etc.).

3. Make sure you have contact information: AWho do vy ou Contact |
information 7 keep paper and electronic copies of account and phone numbers for
important financial institutions, including your bank or credit union, insurance, mortgage

lender, car payment, and credit cards.
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National Volunteer Week
(April 15" to April 21°5Y)

National Volunteer Week is an opportunity to recognize and thank volunteers who lend their time,
talent, voice and support the causes they care about in their community. Their stories can serve to
inspire others to find ways to take action that creates change.

During National Volunteer Week, we celebrate the impact of volunteer service and the power of change-
makers to come together to tackle tough challenges, and build stronger, more vibrant communities.

For further information or to locate volunteer opportunities throughout Pennsylvania, check out these
volunteer agency websites:

American - o Pennsylvania
Red Cross ? Voluntary Organizations
== Active in Disaster

. STATE EMERGENCY REGISTRY
Together, we can save a life OF VOLUNTEERS IN PENNSYLVANIA

www.redcross.org WWW.Serv.pa.gov
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Pennsylvania Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster

The PA VOAD consists of organizations active in disaster response throughout the state of Pennsylvania.
The PA VOADs role is to bring volunteer organizations together and enable them to understand each
other and work together during times of disaster preparedness, response, relief and recovery. They
also have access to goods, services, buildings, etcetera, that can provide support during an
emergency in case the community has an urgent need.

The PA VOAD adheres to the fA4Cbdso; principles
collaborates with local, regional, and national partners to coordinate disaster relief, response, and re-
covery efforts in times of disaster.

9 Cooperation
1 Communication
9 Coordination
1 Collaboration

For further information on PA VOAD, visit
their website at:
https://pavoad.communityos.org

a Pennsylvania
Voluntary Organizations
== Active in Disaster
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Pennsylvania Tornado Trivia

Pennsylvania is home to all types of weather, including tornadoes. As we turn
the page from winter to spring, our tornado season kicks in across the
Commonwealth.  Although tornados can occur any time, peak tornado
appearances occur between March and May. On average, Pennsylvania
experiences about a dozen tornadoes annually. Pennsylvania has a history of
dangerous, and damaging tornadoes. Check your knowledge on Pennsylvania

tornadoes with this trivia challenge.

Q: Are most PA tornadoes weak or strong?
A: Nearly 95 percent of Pennsylvania tornadoes are classified as weak (winds <135mph), but all can do
damage and cause injury or death.

Q: True or False. Tornadoes have occurred in all 67 PA counties?

A: True. Every county has experienced a tornado of at least an EF -1 intensity (that 6s:
or higher!)

Q: Has Pennsylvania has ever experienced an F/EF -5 tornado?

A: Mercer County is the only county to experience an F -5 tornado in PA history. A tornado with winds

exceeding 200mph passed through Wheatland, Mercer County on May 31, 1985.

Which county has the fewest tornadoes on record? Which have the most?
Cameron County has the least tornadoes on record (2) while Westmoreland and Lancaster Counties
have the most (33 each).

> 0

True or False. The only month without a recorded tornado is February.
False. Up until February 2016, there was one recorded tornado in the month of February. Then,
two formed in 2016 and two formed in 2017, for a total of five February tornadoes to date.

> O

Tornado Shelter Tips

Worst place.

Safest place. Avoid windows,

Basement doorsd and I
. . outside walls.

or I.nterlor room, |

stal rWEl | or — Cover yourself with
blankets or a mattress

h a | |Way on for protection. A
helmet can be used

a |OW ﬂoor' ____ for added protection

| ;I%I;I{IEIEIIIE against head injuries.
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Preparedness Events in April

Financial Literacy Month
(http://www.financialliteracymonth.com)

National Volunteer Week
(April 15 ™ to April 21 ")
(https://wwz2.pointsoflight.org/nvw )

(April 23 " to April 27 )
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Pennsylvania Severe Weather Preparedness Week

ARARARAGAGAGAGYAGVAGYAGYAGA A QA QA Gk G Gk Gk Gk Gk ik Gk Gk i ik i i o o A ok A A A A A A A A A A Sk g

fA1S dzak (
C2dzyR 2y|
> YR

e N X Te Xp N N Xe % N X % %

[A1S 6KFG &2dz NB NBIFRAYy3IK ¢ 2
.S &daNB G2 AyOtdzRS @2dzNJ yI YS

& dz693aC NIhad! 9 - (i¢2! diCK! Ab &
FYR SYI Af

VXS4l adi =

{
I RRNBago tfS

Additional Resources

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency: www.pema.pa.gov
ReadyPA: www.Ready.PA.gov

SERVPA: www.Serv.PA.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency: www.fema.gov

Office of the State Fire Commissioner: www.osfc.pa.gov
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services: www.dhs.pa.gov
Pennsylvania Department of Health: www.health.pa.gov

PA State Animal Response Team: www.pasart.us

PA Department of Transportation: www.penndot.gov
PA511Connect: www.511pa.com
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